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 If you are receiving a black and white newsletter by postal mail, please help lower      

 our costs by signing up for an electronic copy in color.  Send your email address  

 to southernillinoisplants@gmail.com to be added to our email distribution list.  

Also please “like” our page on facebook at www.facebook.com/southernillinoisplants. 

The Shooting Star  

Newsletter “Dedicated to the study, appreciation, and 

conservation of the native flora and natural 

communities in Illinois.” 

Space is limited for this tour so please register at: https://forms.gle/L5faGcMKwdxmduiK9 

mailto:southernillinoisplants@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/southernillinoisplants
https://forms.gle/L5faGcMKwdxmduiK9
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 Hey everyone,  

     Fall is here! We’ve made it through the summer temperatures and are now skipping into the solidagos and  

symphyotrichums.  

     Thanks to everyone that made it out to the past events that we’ve held. We plan to continue with the back-to-

school botany again in the future to introduce kids to botany at an early age. This event was hosted in partnership 

with Giant City State Park. Activities included a scavenger hunt and pattern recognition using various leaf  

patterns.  

     The greenhouse tours at Southernwoods gardens were also well attended; thank you to our wonderful hosts. 

The importance of locally grown native plants is so important. We are lucky to have them in our community. The 

kayak tours are a hit! Aquatic plant identification is a skill that takes time to hone, probably because we don’t  

always get close enough to see what’s growing. Thank you to our tour guide and partnership with U of I  

Extension.    

     These events have been advertised on the southern chapters facebook page and email mailing list. If you want 

to be added to the email list, send a message to southernillinoisplants@gmail.com.  

     It’s been dry these past few months and I’m noticing the leaves beginning to fall, some sooner than usual. 

Walnut and tulip poplar trees start to show the season fast. They don’t usually put on that great of a color show 

though. One of the best fall colors in my opinion are the tupelo trees. They turn bright red and almost glow 

when you look at them. Nobody likes sweetgum trees because of their fruit, but you can’t deny their fall color 

show. 

     Later this month we will be hosting a day of field tours at the Trail of Tears State Forest and at a nearby  

landowners property in Union county. This will be a day of fun observations about the options for forest  

management and to talk about what others have done to their properties. These tours will be held on Saturday 

the 29th from 10-2pm with a break for lunch. If you were wondering, yes, we will be looking low and identifying 

the plants we see!    Hope to see you all soon.   ~Nick Seaton  

   Illinois Native Plant Society — Southern Chapter 

Feature Plant of  the Month 

This plant can appear mysterious and eerie as it emerges out of the leaf litter,  

seemingly disguised as a mushroom.  However, it is actually a perennial wildflower 

that does not need photosynthesis to live, giving to its ghostly appearance.  It is  

saprophytic, meaning it derives its energy from decaying organic matter and fungi, 

residing at the base of trees.  They usually grow in small clusters in deciduous  

woodlands and forests where organic matter is abundant.  The stems are white to 

somewhat pink, smooth, and translucent.  The flowers are urn-shaped and nodding 

with only one flower per stalk, hence the genus name. 

Indian Pipe, 

Monotropa uniflora  

“One of the best fall colors in my opinion are the tupelo trees.  
They turn bright red and almost glow when you look at them.  
Nobody likes sweetgum trees because of their fruit, but you 

can’t deny their fall color show.”  

Photo courtesy,  
Nick Seaton 

mailto:southernillinoisplants@gmail.com


2022

Calendar of Events 

Dec. 11 INPS Winter Gathering Scratch Brewery, 

Ava, IL 

Fellow INPS members,   

 

Submit your best botanical shots for the year! We’d like to  

showcase your work at our annual Winter Gathering on Sunday, 

December 11th at Scratch 

Brewery in Ava, IL.  Pick  

5-10 (or less) of your  

favorites and send them 

to southernilli-

noisplants@gmail.com. 

Lower Cache Access,  

Photo courtesy, Nick Seaton 

Horseshoe Lake,  

Photo courtesy, Jennifer Behnken 

Illinois Natural History Survey News: Check out the latest newsletter, posted in September 

https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/862879887.html 

Interrupted fern, Osmunda claytonia  

Photo courtesy, Chris Evans 

Virginia bluebells, Mertensia virginica 

Photo courtesy, Chris Evans 

https://emails.illinois.edu/newsletter/862879887.html
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WHY FOREST RESTORATION AND MANAGEMENT ARE IMPORTANT 

The Southern Chapter of the Illinois Native Plant Society would like to voice our thoughts on forest  

restoration and management.  

The future of the Shawnee National Forest has recently received considerable attention in local media.   

Whichever federal agency oversees the Shawnee, the need for forest restoration and management will remain 

high to conserve species diversity, promote healthy ecosystems and safeguard communities within the Shawnee,  

particularly in the face of accelerating climate change. 

The Board of the Southern Chapter of the Illinois Native Plant Society voices our support for forest restoration 

and management throughout the region on federal, state and private lands. The common tools of conservation 

professionals include surveys to identify areas most in need of protection, management or restoration, followed 

by invasive species removal, forest stand improvement, prescribed burning or species re-introductions when 

needed. These proven, scientifically tested methods are recognized locally, regionally, nationally and  

internationally as effective means to manage and maintain local ecosystems  

Invasive species removal is critical because invasive species outcompete our native species, and lower diversity 

when allowed to spread unchecked.  Some can disrupt natural, otherwise minimally disturbed ecosystems and 

unbalance them through shade and/or chemical changes to soil, producing invasive monocultures. As native 

plant species disappear, so too do their dependent animal pollinators and herbivorous insects, reducing food 

for native birds and mammals. There are numerous invasive species that are problematic in our region. 

Prescribed burning and thinning are important well-studied tools for reducing shade in the forest understory.  

Infrequent low intensity fires were a natural component of our regional oak-hickory forests and prairies prior to 

European colonization.  Without fire or thinning, many dominant tree species such as our oaks fail to  

reproduce because insufficient sunlight reaches saplings in the shaded understory.  In addition, herbaceous 

plants die in the shaded understory, which decreases infiltration of water into the soil, reduces fertility, and  

promotes rapid run-off and soil erosion because their fine roots are no longer there to absorb. Tree roots alone 

cannot promote infiltration and prevent erosion. 

It is with these points in mind that we support the management of our local natural areas. 

Chapter Officers 

President – Nick Seaton   At-Large – Chris Evans 

Vice President – Kurt Neubig   At-Large – Jean Sellar 

Treasurer – Nancy Garwood   At-Large – Rhonda Rothrock 

Secretary – Ingrid Felsl    At-Large – Breanna Whitley 

      At-Large – Travis Neal 

      At-Large – Jenny Lesko 

      At-Large – Kate Tillotson 

 

Contact: southernillinoisplants@gmail.com  
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Celebrate with University of  Illinois Extension Forestry for Illinois Oak Awareness Month, or 

Oaktober!  Check out their Facebook page for the latest tidbits, interesting information, and neat 

pictures of  various oak species (Quercus spp.) native to Illinois.  Test your knowledge on this latest 

acorn identification quiz!  Answers are below: 

A: Bur oak (Quercus marcrocarpa)   B. Swamp chestnut oak (Quercus michauxii)  

C. Chestnut oak (Quercus montana)   D. Chinquapin oak (Quercus muehlenbergii) 

E. Swamp white oak (Quercus bicolor)  F. White oak (Quercus alba) 

G. Overcup oak (Quercus lyrata)   H. Post oak (Quercus stellata) https://extension.illinois.edu/forestry 

https://extension.illinois.edu/forestry?fbclid=IwAR1ZiOkviNagN834CIGn8uU4lWyj6TGfVqEZoTcY4B1Qy92SURCxdic3uJ8
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Local Events & Announcements 

Giant City, Off the Beaten Path 

Date: Thursday, November 10th,  7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
Presenter: Jennifer Randolph-Bollinger, Natural Resources Coordinator, Giant City State Park 
Location: Via Zoom. (Registration information and access to the Zoom link for this program will be shared by 
email and on our website event page, https://www.sierraclub.org/illinois/shawnee/events; scroll down to the 
spreadsheet at the very bottom, click open this event’s title and fill out your name, email and info. The spreadsheet 
is also at www.sctrips.org.) 
  
At close to 1 million visitors a year, most people have walked the “streets” of Giant City and visited the CCC built 
lodge.  But Giant City SP has lesser known treasures to find if you know where to look.  Join Jennifer Randolph-
Bollinger, as she shares of her favorite off-the-beaten-path gems, such as rare and interesting plants, “secret”  

Tips for Attracting Monarch Butterflies to Gardens and Landscapes: read the full article by visiting 

https://hyg.ipm.illinois.edu/article.php?id=1316 

Choose a garden location with north-south access: 
In Baker’s research, more monarchs were counted in gardens in locations with north and south access. Since monarchs 

travel toward the north or south in their migration, access to gardens from those directions is most beneficial. This 
means that planting a garden along the east or west side of a building or fence is beneficial because it allows monarchs 
to easily enter the garden from the north or south. 

Plant milkweed where monarchs can see it:  Monarchs locate host plants visually, so making sure milkweed plants are      
easy to see by passing butterflies is key. This can be done by: 
Planting milkweed along the perimeter of gardens:  In research, more monarchs were found on milkweed plants 

placed along the perimeter of gardens compared to those located in the center or mixed throughout the garden. 

Plant milkweed in structured gardens:  More monarchs were found on milkweed in structured gardens where plants 
were spaced and separated by mulch compared to gardens with dense mixtures of plants. In dense plantings, non-host 
plants may grow around the milkweed, making it difficult for monarchs to see and locate the milkweed. 

Preferred milkweed species:  Tall milkweed species were preferred 
More monarchs were found on taller species of milkweed like swamp milkweed, common milkweed and showy milkweed. 

Smaller species are still beneficial to monarch but may not attract as many monarchs. Smaller plants are also great for bee 
diversity in the garden. 

Nativars were just as helpful for monarchs in gardens  Nativars are native species that have been bred or cloned to 
produce showier flowers.  Research found no difference in the number of monarchs or the development of caterpillars 
on nativar milkweed compared to the wild-type of the same milkweed species.  While it is fine to use nativars in  
gardens, we don’t recommend using nativars in nature preserves or protected  
areas. 

Also check out a follow up article: 

Insects on Milkweed in the Home Landscape   

https://hyg.ipm.illinois.edu/article.php?id=1319 

https://www.sierraclub.org/illinois/shawnee/events
http://www.sctrips.org/
https://hyg.ipm.illinois.edu/article.php?id=1316
https://hyg.ipm.illinois.edu/article.php?id=1319
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Register here: https://bit.ly/3s1zyJQ 

https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=26204
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http://www.rtrcwma.org 

https://www.frstillinois.com 

www.sipba.org 

New Guide Available on  
Handling Pesticide Drift  

Complaints 
 

     Pesticides play an important role 
in managing pests, but they must be 
used responsibly and according to 
label directions so that they don’t 
endanger people, pets, livestock, 
plants, and the environment. While 
there is much work done to educate 
pesticide users about safety and most 
applications are made according to 
label directions, cases of misuse still 
occur unfortunately. The most  
common type of pesticide misuse is 
pesticide drift and when it occurs, 
emotions can run high while seeking 
answers. Additionally, time is of the 
essence. 
     While written for producers and 
gardeners, this new guide could be 
beneficial to really anyone affected by 
drift. It can be used to help navigate 
the often challenging task of  
determining if pesticide drift could be 
the cause of injury to sensitive plants 
and if so, what to do about it.  The 
guide discusses, what drift is, how it 
can be prevented, what if it occurs, 
who can help, what role each  
involved party plays, the drift  
complaint process, answers to  
common questions concerning drift 
injury and complaints, contacts for 
suspected exposure and first aid, and 
health and environmental concerns 
about pesticides. 
     This new guide can be found at 
the University of Illinois Pesticide 
Safety Education Program’s website 
under Resources or by  
visiting: 
https://tinyurl.com/4j4kdwt6. 

http://www.rtrcwma.org/
https://extension.illinois.edu/sites/default/files/public_pesticide_drift_complaint_guide.pdf
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https://hyg.ipm.illinois.edu/article.php?id=1312 
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Board Members
President:    Chris Benda

VP:              Chris Evans

Secretary:    Karla Gage

Treasurer:    Sonja Lallemand

At-large:      Nancy Garwood

At-large:      Jean Sellar

At-large:      Jody Shimp

Newsletter:  Jennifer Behnken

Dodecatheon frenchii –

French’s Shooting Star

Please become a member and support this local non-profit organization dedicated to the 
preservation, conservation, and study of the native plants and vegetation of Illinois!!!

   Join us!     

 

Mr./Mrs./Ms./Miss/Dr.________________________ 

Street______________________________________ 

City___________________State_______Zip______ 

Phone Number__________Membership Year______ 

Email______________________________________ 

                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check here if you want to receive newsletters by postal mail* 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  Illinois Native Plant Society 
Mail to: 
INPS Southern Chapter 
P.O. Box 271 
Carbondale, Illinois 62903 

New member 

Renewal 

Address Change only 

  Chapter Affiliation 
 Central (Springfield) 

 Forest Glen (Westville) 

 Northeast (Chicago) 

 Southern (Carbondale) 

 Quad City (Rock Island) 

 Irene Cull (Peoria) 

   Membership Categories 
   Student……………….$13.00 

   Individual…………….$20.00 

   Family (new category)…..$30.00 

   Institutional (nonvoting).$20.00 

   Supporting……………$30.00 

   Patron………….……..$55.00 

   Life……………….…$300.00 

Know someone who would like to receive our newsletter?  Please have them send their 
email address to southernillinoisplants@gmail.com to be added to our distribution list!

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 

Illinois Native Plant Society, P.O. Box 271, Carbondale, IL 62903 

President:   Nick Seaton 

Vice President: Kurt Neubig 

Secretary:    Ingrid Felsl 

Treasurer:   Nancy Garwood 

At-large:     Chris Evans 

At-large:      Jean Sellar 

At-large:      Jenny Lesko 

At-large:      Rhonda Rothrock 

At-large:      Travis Neal 

At-large:      Breanna Whitley 

At-large:      Kate Tillotson 

Newsletter:  Jennifer Behnken 

Please make checks payable to: Illinois Native Plant Society, Attn: Dr. Nancy Garwood 

Life Science II—Mailcode 6509 Southern Illinois University 1125 Lincoln Dr. Carbondale, IL 62901 


