
      Join us for this fun wintertime event at one 
of  our member's house!  Debbie Newman is a 

biologist with the Department of  Natural  
Resources and has many acres of  forested 
land near Ava.  We will meet at noon, eat a 
warm hearty potluck lunch, and walk the 

property looking at plants.  "Cadaver Botany" 
is a term that refers to looking at perennial 
plants in their dormant state.  The dried up 
brown stems and seed heads often provide 

enough clues to make them identifiable and  
it is a fun exercise. 

      RSVP is required and the address of  the 
event will only be provided to those who plan 

on attending.  Contact Chris Benda at  
southernillinoisplants@gmail.com to sign  

up and receive directions.  

 

Winter Botany Walk and Potluck 
Saturday, January 26th at 12:00 p.m. 

INPS Members Only 
Debbie Newman Residence, Ava, IL  
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 If you are receiving a black and white newsletter by postal mail, please help lower      

 our costs by signing up for an electronic copy in color.  Send your email address  

 to southernillinoisplants@gmail.com to be added to our email distribution list.  

Also please “like” our page on facebook at www.facebook.com/southernillinoisplants. 

The Shooting Star  

Newsletter “Dedicated to the study, appreciation, and 

conservation of the native flora and natural 

communities in Illinois.” 

Green ash,  

Fraximus  

pennsylvanica 

Photos courtesy, Chris Benda 

Frost Flower 
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Message from the Southern Chapter President 
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 I'm excited as I sit here in my cozy  
cottage in Makanda and think about the  
upcoming year.  We will miss Sonja Lallemand 
stepping off the board, but welcome Nick  
Seaton.  Nick is the River to River Cooperative 
Weed Management Area Coordinator.  His  
predecessors include Chris Evans, Karla Gage, 
and Kevin Rohling, all INPS members as well 
some serving as previous board members.  The 
board and I are grateful for the contributions 
made by all to keep the chapter engaged and 
relevant in the local conservation community. 
 For January, we will continue a yearly 
tradition by having a "cadaver" botany hike and 
potluck on January 26th at Debbie Newman's 
house near Ava.  Cadaver in this sense refers to 
identifying plants by the brown dried up  
remains of the dormant perennials.  
 Please bring a dish to share and RVSP to southernillinoisplants@gmail.com.  The address of the event 
will only be shared with those who RSVP.  The weather always seem to be temperamental this time of year so 
hopefully it will be a pleasant day for the outing! 
 Otherwise the board will meet later this month to discuss programming for 
2019.  Save the date, for April 5-7, for our annual Indigenous Plants Symposium 
and native plant sale.  The annual gathering is still being discussed and will likely be 
in the northern part of the state.   
Your continued support is greatly appreciated and so I ask that you please renew 
your memberships for 2019 on our website (www.ill-inps.org)) or by mailing in the 
form on the last page of this newsletter.   
           Thank you for making the society what it is!   ~Christopher David Benda 

   Illinois Native Plant Society — Southern Chapter 

Feature Plant of  the Month 

Keep the joy in the air with a unique woody evergreen that’s not a pine tree.  

American holly is a species most noted in the Appalachian mountain range 

and the eastern United States. It is the only holly native to the U. S. with spiny 

green leaves and bright red berries combined (unlike the native deciduous  

holly, Ilex decidua), also the most cold hardy. The other similar species, English 

Holly, Ilex aquifolium, is native to Europe, western Asia, and north Africa, and 

exhibits less winter hardiness. The flowers are greenish-white, blooming May 

through June, which eventually transform into bright red berries (female  

flowering trees).  The berries a good food source for birds and small mam-

mals, persisting through the winter while the flowers attract various insects. 

American Holly,   
Ilex opaca 

“Save the date, 

April 5-7, for our 

annual Indigenous 

Plants Symposium 

and Native Plant 

Sale.” 

Photo courtesy,  

Jennifer Behnken, Illinois Wildflowers 

Inspiration Point, LaRue Pine Hills Research Natural Area 

Photo courtesy, Chris Benda 

http://www.ill-inps.org/


Stay tuned for exciting programs in the 2019 Calendar of Events! 

2019

Job Announcements 
 

The Missouri Department of Conservation is advertising for a Grassland Botanist position to be stationed  
out of its Clinton, MO office.  The job closes February 1.  The link to the job description is at:   

https://jobs.mdc.mo.gov/job/Clinton-Plant-Resource-Scientist-MO-64735/526872300/.   

 

Illinois Environmental Council Communications; the IEC/IECEF is seeking a Communications Director to man-
age the organization’s traditional and digital communications, including getting our message into the news by 
pitching reporters, conducting and planning interviews, drafting written communications, and managing social 

media accounts in order to strengthen IEC/IECEF’s public brand. The communications director can be located 
in Chicago, IL at our downtown office or in Springfield, IL at our main headquarters. To Apply and for more in-

formation, e-mail jwalling@ilenviro.org with a cover letter, resume, and salary requirements. 

LeafByte, Measuring Herbivory 

LeafByte is now available for free in the App Store.  Snap a picture of a leaf and  

printed scale, and LeafByte will measure the total leaf area, leaf area consumed, and 

percent leaf area consumed in any units.  

LeafByte has a lot of useful features, such as saving all your data automatically to 

Google Sheets or as a csv file on your phone. LeafByte works non-destructively, and it 

can read and record barcodes and record your location. LeafByte measures most leaf 

shapes and sizes (needles and very lacy leaves are a challenge), and can measure dark 

leaves or flower petals on a white background, or light leaves or flower petals on a dark 

background.  

For more information, visit https://zoegp.science/leafbyte.  

Local Events & Announcements 

https://jobs.mdc.mo.gov/job/Clinton-Plant-Resource-Scientist-MO-64735/526872300/
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Local Events & Announcements 

Giant City State Park 

Hike the River to River Trail across Southern Illinois 

Sunday, January 13th, 2 – 3 pm 

In December 2018, Chris Benda hiked the River to River Trail from Elizabethtown on the Ohio River to 

Grand Tower on the Mississippi River and blogged about it as he hiked.  Join him as he explains the challenges of 

this thru-hike, as well as the ecology of the land and plants observed along the trail.  No registration required. 

Winter Walk in the Woods 

Saturday, January 19th, 10 – 11:30 am 

It may be cold outside, but winter is a great time to get some exercise and fresh air as we take in the natural beauty 

of Giant City State Park.  Join the Natural Resources Coordinator as we take a leisurely stroll through the winter 

woods on the moderately difficult 1-mile Giant City Nature Trail.  For more information or to register, please 

contact the Giant City Visitors Center at 618-457-4836. 

Maple Syrup Program 

Wednesday, February 6th, 6 – 7 pm 

Curious about maple syrup production?  Join Chris Evans, University of Illinois Extension Forester, as he covers 

the basics of tree identification, equipment needs, tree tapping, sap collection, boiling, and finishing maple syrup. 
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INPS SOUTHERN CHAPTER
P.O. Box 271
Carbondale, IL 62903-0271

southernillinoisplants@gmail.com

www.ill-inps.org

____________
____________
____________

Board Members
President:    Chris Benda

VP:              Chris Evans

Secretary:    Karla Gage

Treasurer:    Sonja Lallemand

At-large:      Nancy Garwood

At-large:      Jean Sellar

At-large:      Jody Shimp

Newsletter:  Jennifer Behnken

Dodecatheon frenchii –

French’s Shooting Star

Please become a member and support this local non-profit organization dedicated to the 
preservation, conservation, and study of the native plants and vegetation of Illinois!!!

   Join us!     

 

Mr./Mrs./Ms./Miss/Dr.________________________ 

Street______________________________________ 

City___________________State_______Zip______ 

Phone Number__________Membership Year______ 

Email______________________________________ 

                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check here if you want to receive newsletters by postal mail* 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  Illinois Native Plant Society 
Mail to: 
INPS Southern Chapter 
P.O. Box 271 
Carbondale, Illinois 62903 

New member 

Renewal 

Address Change only 

  Chapter Affiliation 
 Central (Springfield) 

 Forest Glen (Westville) 

 Northeast (Chicago) 

 Southern (Carbondale) 

 Quad City (Rock Island) 

 Irene Cull (Peoria) 

   Membership Categories 
   Student……………….$13.00 

   Individual…………….$20.00 

   Family (new category)…..$30.00 

   Institutional (nonvoting).$20.00 

   Supporting……………$30.00 

   Patron………….……..$55.00 

   Life……………….…$300.00 

Know someone who would like to receive our newsletter?  Please have them send their 
email address to southernillinoisplants@gmail.com to be added to our distribution list!

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 

Illinois Native Plant Society, P.O. Box 271, Carbondale, IL 62903 

President:   Chris Benda 

VP:     Jean Sellar 

Secretary:   Erin Medvecz 

Treasurer:   Nancy Garwood 

At-large:     Jody Shimp 

At-large:      Marisa Szubryt 

At-large:      Nick Seaton 

Newsletter: Jennifer Behnken 


