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This issue begins with the first article in
nature preserves in all parts of the state. The first is Sweet Fern Savanna Land and Water Preserve in
Pembroke, which is owned and managed by Marianne Hahn. Over a tygtaeperiod, botanists have
identified 440 native species on the site, 16 of which are-lsttgd! Sweet Fern is a wonderfully quiet place
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Message from the President

A lot has happened since the last issu€haf Harbingeyr both for INPS and me
personally. At the end of August | married Susan Barry, my girlfriend of over 3 year:
and we went on a honeymoon to Maine. We plan to leave our rental in Palatine anc
move fulktime to our home ithe woods south of Carbondddeer this year.

There was also a rare astronomical event this week which coincided with a
celebration thé&riends of Langham Island, INPS Kankakee Torrent ChaptelR kamds
of Concerr(citizenscienceprogram) hosted &Zampshawwaw-nassee. The groups
celebrateaf the stewardship work done to restbesigham Islandnd its rare plant
populations and saterrific views of thesupermoorand eclipse.

Ot her events 1 6d |ike to share with
southern lllinois this season. Presidelgct Paul Marcum ledn informativeworkshop
about lllinois grasses and many species were observed in the field. Thanks to Rob
RhondaRothrockfor providing the field site and to the Plant Biology Department at
Southern lllinois University for use of their labs. The next month, Bdszekand |
co-led a workshop on lllinois ferns at Caf®mdessonk It was an outstanding event!
Read more about it on page 6. The workshops were made possible by a grant from
lllinois Wildlife Preservation Fund.

lllinois has been proclaimdgdaktobe(Oak Awareness Month) by GoverriRauner
and as | mentioned in the last newsletter, INPS was one of the many organizations t
advocated for this event. Read more about it on page 13.

One of the several changes approved by the membership at the last Annual
Gathering was an increase in membership dues and the addition of some new
categories. These changes are effective as of Octdlaedican be seen on the
renewal form at the end of the newsletter. Also, any new memberships received aft
October each year will be good for the remaining quarter of that year as well as the
following year. | will lead by example and be the first to signup as a life member at t
lliamna level. | am proud to support this great organization!

Another important order of business is the election of the executive board. We h:
two new board members, AmanBankawand Keri Shimp, antivo incumbent
members, Rachel Goad and C&sari Please fill out the ballot on the next page and
follow the instructions. A huge thank you to Vicki Crosley (treasurer), Connie
Cunningham (membership), and Andy West (Erigenia) for their years of dutiful servi
We are incredibly grateful for their efforts!

The next governing board meeting will be via conference call on Octolie2Q#5
from 6:001 9:00pm. Meetings are open to all members so let me know if you wish tc
participate. Lastly, here are some photos oherelingout with the instructors of our
recent workshops. And as always, thanks for your membership!

O bes 7 e AN ~Chris Benda

Chris Benda and Paul Marcum Chris Benda and Eritllaszek
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INPS 2016 Governing Board Election Ballot

Amanka Pankau

Membership Coordinator

AmandaPankathasa B.S. in Ecology, Ethology, and Evolution from the University
of lllinois. In 2004 she moved to Carbondale and completed a M.S. in Wildlife
Ecology, conducting research on wetlands in the Cache River watershed. Frem 200
2014 she worked as a Biologist for an engineering firm in southern IL, specializing o
wetland and stream delineation and mitigation, as well as threatened and endangerg
species consultations. She is currently taking a short break from that to focus on the
too important work of raising two little boys into futunaturalists

Keri Shimp
Treasurer
Keri Shimp iscurrently the Administrative Specialist for the Shawnee National
Forest andMidewin Tallgrass Prairie. She has been employed by the US Forest S
for 36 years and is set to retire in 2016. Keri spent most of her career with the F(
Service in budget and finance. She lives in Harrisburg with her husband and enjg&
camping and spending time with her grandchildren.

- —————

Rachel Goad

Secretary (Incumbent)

RachelGoad haserved as secretary for the state INPS board since 2012, and s¢
as secretary for the Northeast Chapter since 2013. She manages the Plants of Co
program, a citizen science rare plant monitoring effort in the Chicago region. She h !
Master's degree in Plant Biology from Southern lllinois University, Carbondale, andjg 4
Bachelor's degree in Biology from lllinois State University. %

CassiSaari

Webmaster (Incumbent)

CassiSaaribegan her reign as webmaster of the lllinois Native Plant Society in 2§
Her dayjobas an ecological consultant with ecology + visilmhas her conducting
plant inventories, tree surveys, wetland delineations, and natural areas assessme
Cassi also helps organize the Chicgsed habitat restoration volunteer group, HabilH
2030. Cassi received her bachelor's degree in environmental sciences from
Northwestern University.

Other Positions
The current president, past president, and presilent are on a-2ear term and will be up for election next year.
Jean Sellar is overseeing the next publication of Erigenia and we will be forming a committee for future issues.

Please vote for officers

Please print out this ballot and return to P.O. Box 271, Carbondale, IL 62903, réjpipiteplants@gmail.comor
give this ballot to your chapter representative. Even though each position is unopposed, we appreciate receiving your

Thanks for your service!
The lllinois Native Plant Society exists because of our volunteer governing board and statewide membership. We ¢
grateful toVicki Crosley (treasurer), Connigunningham (membership), Andy West (Erigenia editor) for their service.
As always, if you are interested in serving on the governing board, please dontagplants@gmail.com.
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INPS CHAPTER NEWS
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NORTHEAST CHAPTER - Chicago FOREST GLEN CHAPTER - Danville INOTtheast

Andy Olnas(President Connie Cunningham (President) 4

847-840-2634 2175161792 8{%&

northeast.inps@gmail.com conniejcunningham@gmail.com I%%‘;%% K'Tagﬁillfe

QUAD CITIES CHAPTER - Rock Island KANKAKEE TORRENT CHAPTER - i

Bo Dziadyk (President) Bourbonnais Cuil

309-794-3436 Janine Catchpole (President) L J

bohdandziadyk@augustana.edu j9-catchpole@comcast.com |
Q—L“ Centrall 11

IRENE CULL CHAPTER - Peoria CENTRAL CHAPTER - Springfield ‘ ﬂ——H

Mary Hartley (President) AnnetteChinuge(President)

3099953356 2174835893

haywool@winco.net annette@avrosystems.com

GRAND PRAIRIE CHAPTER i SOUTHERN CHAPTER - Carbondale

Bloomington/Normal Chris Benda (President)

Roger Anderson (President) 2174174145

rcander@illinoisstate.edu southernillinoisplants@gmail.com

NORTHEAST CHAPTER (Chicago)

On August 1, about 15 of us hiked through the Montrose Beach Dunes natural area in Chicago. The star of the trip was th
Common Bladderworttricularia macrorhizg, which has not been seen at this site before. We attribute its emergence to the h
work of restoration volunteergltricularia is a carnivorous plant that feeds on aquatic invertebrates that it traps in its submerge
bladders. It typically grows in poor habitats. Hiking along the designated trails, we saw blooming plants that incluGesl Kalm
lobelia Cobeliakalmia , Kal més SHypericumkalmidnsim, @bedient PlantRhysostegia virginiangand many
others. Montrose Beach is home to over twenty distexd plant species and we saw several of these.

On August 16, we visited the restoration areas and gardens at Ball Horticultural Co. in West Chicago. We first visited the
created wetland where 100 native species have been seeded in and planted as seedlings. The soils are rich and the plants
correspondingly tall. We noted an abundance of grass, sedge, and composite species, alstt.sbigle BPairie Dock $ilphium
terebinthinaceumand the BrowrEyed SusanRudbeckidriloba).

After passing through the Ball Horticultural Gardens, we reached the wet wooded area where we saw additional species &
the creek and in the moist uplands. These included White TurtleGbatbfe glabraand obedient planPhysostegia
virginiana).

UPCOMINGFIELD TRIP! Come join Laurie Ryan, Plant Ecologist for the McHenry County Conservation District, on a field
trip to Hidden Fen south of thdippersinkCreek. We will also get to walk through a-{®ar old prairie restoration adjacent to the
fen. The field trip is on SaturdayDctober 10th2015 at 10:30 am. DirectionBlease meet in the Pioneer Canoe Base parking lot
south of theNippersinkCreek and west of Pioneer Road. This site is located east of Route 31 and north of Harts Road. Do not
in the main entrance for Glacial Park, as you will be too far.\idleaisecontact AndyOlnasat (847) 8462634 if you have any
guestions about the trip. We hope you'll be able to join us!

KANKAKEE TORRENT CHAPTER (Kankakee)

On August 23, we toured Braidwood Dunes and Savanna Nature Preserve anduggenBreserve. Once the rain quit, we
had a fine time. We saw and compared the marsh blazing stars and rough blazing stars, and observed how, after over 50 ye
|l eadpl ant and goatds rue have st il |I-mesiosavanna with b nice popudatin a n ¢
rattlebox Crotalaria sagittalig, which we observed and shoo®wink & Wilhelm says thatCrotalaria is a rare plant in the
Chicago region, but it was happy here. We also enjoyed the little pink field milkidalstg@lasanguinedin both robust and tiny
individuals, depending on soil moisture. We passed on the opportunity to wade out to a populatioithoéatatesd,
carnivorous, flaleaved bladderwortUtricularia intermedig, whose small, yellow flowers and tiny, fagosing traps | had
observed earlier in the week.

The surprise of the trip was finding a population of Pineb&meétropa hypopitysat Braidwood. Botanists are in a state of
chaos, but they generally agree that Pinesaps are related to Ericaceous plants, such as the blueberries and hudkiederries th:
so prolifically in our sands. Like the Americaimismia(Thismiaamericang, pinesap is a perennialycoheterotrophmeaning
that it produces no chlorophyll, but steals its food from fungi, which have already stolen it from green plants. Hri§aomcle
my reading which fungi and green plants are involved, except that it appears to be at least several different speci¥¢haiteach
a rogueds gallery we have in our sands. On your nextq4 vi
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Ouir first find at Evangdudge was a tragedy. On the edge of the newly paved
road, we found a dead slender glass liz&@pHhisaurusattenuatuy These legless
lizards are distinguished from snakes by the presence of movable eyelids, ear
openings, inflexible jaws and smooth belly scales. It is the latter feature that led tc
the poor animal 6s death. Capable of
theberm it became trapped when it entered the smoothly rolled, fresh pavement @
the road proper. All of its slithering failed to propel it an inch, and it could not
escape back to rough terrain. The sun shone down and it slowly cooked. We
arrived to find a very warm and perfect specimen, without a single blemish or sign
of injury.

In the seep community at Evadsdge, we observed the statedangered early
dark green rushScirpus hattorianuswhich had already formed small, dark black
seed heads. This population is colonizing an area where commorPteadrfites
australig has been sprayed. We also enjoyed seeing hundreds of common bones
(Eupatoriumperfoliatun) and numerous white turtleheadheloneglabra) in
bloom, along with a large colony of Queen of the Prakikpendularubra), which
appears to be incapable of setting seed, due tatseility issues. The District is White TurtleheadChelone glabra)
considering working with other agencies to reestablish genetic diversity here and a
reproductive colony.

QUAD CITIES CHAPTER (Rock Island)

On thebright and warmafternoon of September 14, nearly 30 commissioners, staff and resident interns of the lllin@s Natur
Preserves Commission (INPC) met at the 80 acre Collinson Ecological Prieskfilen, lllinois.

A gift to The Nature Conservancy in 1991 from Martha and EBhatelier, the site was purchased from the Conservancy by
AugustanaCollege in 1992 with funds from the Collinson Stone Compd@hg site is anosaic of mature upland forest, small
streams, high quality hill prairies and&vonian limestoneutcrop above Mill Creek.

In 2007 the western 20 acres (including the forested buffer oditle¢ site were dedicated as tlasualLindahl Hill Prairies
Nature Preservéo protect and enlarge the hill prairies, a threatened ecosystem in lliBuldisequent monies provided by the
lllinois State Wildlife Grants have made it possible to significantly expand the two core hill prairies with a corridenbetwe
them as existed a century ago before fire was suppressed and woody species invaded.

The visiting members of the INPC enjoyed the lush growth of big anddittesstem, sideoats grama grass, lead plangdadi
tresses orchidnd other species thiidurished aftethe heavy summer rains of 201Also observed was the rare hill's théstin
the north unit of the prairie complexon the return trip through tHerestto the parkingarea some members of the group
collected a newrecently discovered exotiche Amurcorktree(Phellodendroramurensg This invasive joins other exotics
such as bush honeysuckle, wingeahoq English ivy, Japanese barberry, and Oriental bittersweetaagetof management
concern.

The commission members of the INPC held their late summer meeting the neQegdegmber 15, at the Black Hawk State
Historic Site in Rock Island, which is also a dedicated nature pres€éheeCommission originated in 1963 and was the first of
its kind in the nation.

In addition to the Collinson Ecological PreseregustanaCollege also owns and manages the 100 Betimg Ecological
Preserve on the north Shore of Rock River in Moline and the 42@aeex Wing Environmental Laboratory adjacent to
Amboy in Lee County, IL.

Welcome to New and Returning INPS Members

Name Chapter
ElizabethPlonka Northeast
John and Lisa Ayres Northeast
Michelle Gudyka Northeast
Mike Kunowski Northeast
Michel Hansen Kankakee Torrent
Eric Engstrom Quad Cities
Dave Roberts Central
Aimee Hemphill/Sam Spiller Southern
Corey Jones Southern
MarthaLangill Southern
Kevin Boucher Southern
Beth Fisher Southern

Heath Aster $ymphyotrichum ericoides) 5




SOUTHERN CHAPTER (Carbondale)

The Southern chapter of the lllinois Native Plant Society recently held a fern workshop atCaegsonkn Ozark,
lllinois. Eleven participants joined instructors Chris Benda andWaszekfor a study of the wild native ferns of the
southern lllinois region. We started at Ca@pdessonky exploring thePakentuclarea, which is the site of the highest
free-flowing waterfall in Illinois at approximately 93 feet. On the top of the sandstone bluffs we located Christmas fe
(Polystichum acrostichoidgsCommon Woodsia ferifoodsiaobtusg, Hairy Lip fern Cheilanthes lanogaand Ebony
Spleenwort fernAsplenium platyneurgnnot to mention the Rattlesnake Plantain and Fall Coralroot Orchids we saw i
the pine plantation by the vehicles! When we later saw the Cranefly and Twayblade orchids | thought this could vel
well be an orchid foray!

We climbed down the bluff and observed Netted Chain féfaddwardia areolatpand Rock Polypody fern
(Polypodium virginianumin a narrow rock passageway. Farther along the trail we walked by some Maidenhair fern
(Adiantum pedatujrand Marginal Shield ferrDyopteris marginali}. | joked that | prefer to call it Exceptional Shield
fern! At the base of the waterfall we took a group photo and saw a few small individuals of Sensitiadetag
sensibilig by the trail. We made our way under the expansive sandstone overhang that comprises the waterfall whe
observed Lady fermthyrium filixfeming and some Sphagnum moss. On our way back to the main trail, we spotted
three ferns | had been on the lookout for at this site, but had not found previously, ResurrectRirderitis
polypodioide¥, Pinnatifid Spleenwort ferrAsplenium pinnatifidujn and Walking fernAsplenium rhizophyllujn On
our way back up the hill to our lunch spot, we observed more ferns including Broad Beeé&thégyopteris
hexagonoptera Cutleaved Grape ferrSgeptridium dissectum var. obliguyrand Rattlesnake ferBétrypus
virginianum.

Lunchat Kane Lake was splendid and the weather for the entire weekend was pleasant. For the afternoon, we t
Split Rock Natural Area within the adjacent Shawnee National Forest land to a spot where some uncommon ferns ¢
On the way, we detoured to see Filmy fevaiidenboschidoschiand, a rare fern in southern lllinois, growing high up
on the rock face. Nearby we looked at some Horsétqilisetum hyemale Then we walked to a nice, shaded, and
moist rock ledge where Clubmossuperziaporophila), Cinnamon fern@smunda cinnamomgand Spinulose Shield
fern (Dryopteris carthusianpgrow. We made our way back to camp and reveled in our amazing 21 species of fern a
fern allies observed on our first day!

On day two we went tBerneClyffe State Park and Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge to target fern
species not yet observed. But first we stopped at a small sandstone overhang near the entrance to Cam
Ondessonkvhere | knew we could see some Royal F&sanjunda regaljs On the Round Bluff Nature Preserve trail,
we found the rare Hagcented fernennstaedtigpunctilobgd, along with Maidenhair Spleenwort fersgplenium
trichomane¥and Fragile fernQystopteris protrusa After a picnic lunch, we headed to the Rocky Bluff trail at Crab
Orchard to find some more new species of ferns to add to our list. Eric knew about some Tennessee Bladder fern
(Cystopteris tennesseerndiehind the waterfall, and farther down the trail we found Goldie's Bagropteris goldiana
and Glade ferniplazium pycnocarpon We ended the day looking at another orchid, Ladies' TreSpearfthes
ovalis) in bloom, and were all very satisfied with the total 28 species of ferns and fern allies observed in two days.
over half of all the ferns in southern lllinois! The workshop was a tremendous success and made possible by a gra
the lllinois Wildlife Preservation Fund. See a photo album of the species we observed at
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1025841220780357.1073741835.175434959154325&type=3
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QUIET PLACES

SWEET FERN SAVANNA LAND AND WATER PRESERVE
By Victor M. Cassidy

Marianne Hahn is one supeuper volunteer! In the early 1990s, she was volunteer steward of the Homeaaldd/alton
Prairie Preserve. Later in the decade, she helped to get the Joliet Arsenal convertelitievtmeT allgrassPrairie. She has
volunteered for years at the Kankakee Sands pisananna complex that spans the boundary of Indiana and lIllinois. One deé
she began thinking that it would be nice to manage a natural area that was hers and hers alone.

A friend told her that she might find resteable acreage in Pembroke Township. Located in the Kankakee Sands area,
Pembroke was settled after the Civil War by freedmen from South Carolina who farmed its poor, sandy soils. Many of the
descendants still live in the Pembroke area.

Hahn told a Pembroke realtor that she wanted to buy hunting land, not mentioning that her intention was to hunt plant

deer. Sixty acres came onto the market in April of 19
l ongest, most exciting field trip of my I|life, a trip
The original site was a narrow strip ¥ of a mile long. Over the past 15 years, Hahn has acquired 33 contiguousgarce
current total of 135 acres. Protected under a conseryv

explains. If it were designated an lllinois Nature Preserve, hunting would be forbidden and she already has too many dee
wild turkeys.

The previous owner occasionally farmed corn and soybeans on part of the land, did little to the remainder, and &ept vi
away. Hahn left theuccessionagricultural fields alone and native plants came up from the seed bank. Thiditifbed part
of the site is bands of plant habitat, which are roughly parallel to the road. From front to back, these are-drgdizcshpd
prairie; drymesicsand savanna; safidtwoods and sand forest.

As she started work on Sweet Fern Savanna in 2000, Hahn invited botanist friends in for a look. They were wowed by
they saw and soon she had arstdl cast of naturalists (many are leading lights of the INPS) poking everywhere on her site

Over a thirteeryear period, they identified 440 native plant species, of which sixteen aré staset e d . I 11 [atiom i
of Comptonigperegrina( cal | ed Sweet Fern, Hahn says, but itoés a s
two statelisted animals. An entomologist has identified hundreds of insect species.

Hahn says calls Sweet Fern a Ahigh quality remnant,k 0

serve as firebreaks when she burns. A modular home was demolished before she came, but she left its concrete pad in |
because animals live beneath the slab. After removing barbed wire and junk, she built two small bridges, put in twtsshort
cut down a big stand of aspen, and took out cherry trees, reed canary grass, and pulled sweet clover. Before fillivagén a c
ditch, she inspected it, found unusual plants there, used buckets to take up ditch soil and sand with seeds in i and put tl
material on top of the ditch when she was done filling it. She also constructed two wooden piciicdabless stolen, but

the other is now covered with lichens and looks very rustic.

On the day of our visit, we saw the Sthasted Regal Fritillary butterfly, old plainsmaHymenopappus scabiosaeubg
insectivorous narroveaved sundewdrosera intermedig)primroseleaved violet Viola primulifolia)) and Car ey 6
(Persicariacareyi . We al so saw | ots of HaRhaxiasgrginica and gobstofeheafihly madd andv
frogs.

Sweet Fern is a gated site, but Hahn is quite welcoming to people who obtain her permission to enter. Groups have c
to the site and Plants of Concern monitors its endangered species every year. Contact Hahn through the INPS.

Large Cottonweed
(Froelichia floridana)

Marsh Blazing Star
(Liatris spicatg




